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Why study gambling in a 
correctional setting? 
Desperation over gambling losses  
High prevalence amongst offenders. 
Recidivism risk 
Gambling inside: recreation or security 
risk 
 
Turner et al., (2009) 
Offender sample of 254 
9.4% Severe Problem Gamblers 
(PGSI/CPGI) 
15.7% Moderate Problem Gamblers 
(PGSI/CPGI). 
Study 2 
Three years (2008 – 2011). 
Federal vs. Provincial 
 Provincial = a sentence of  less than 2 
years. 
Max vs. Medium vs. Min security. 
Male vs. Female offenders.  
 
 
Participants 
 
422 questionnaires completed  
 121 provincial  
 301 Federal  
 381 male 
 41 female 
Gambling severity before and during 
incarceration by institution type (%) 
 Non Low Mod. Severe 
Before     
Fed. 68.7 14.0 10.0 7.3 
Prov. 40.0 30.0 17.5 12.5 
During  
Fed. 80.1 8.8 7.4 3.7 
Prov. 70.7 14.7 8.6 6.0 
Gambling severity before and 
during incarceration by sex (%) 
 Non Low Mod. Severe 
Before     
Male 62 17.7 12.1 8.2 
Female 46.3 26.8 12.2 14.6 
During      
Male 75.9 11.3 8.0 4.8 
Female 92.3 2.6 5.1 0.0 
Gambling severity before and during 
incarceration by security level 
 Non Low Mod. Severe 
Before 
Min  78.6  9.7  6.8  4.9  
Med  66.7  16.7  9.4  7.3  
Max  61.7  14.8  14.8  8.6  
During 
Min  92.1  5.9  2.0  0.0  
Med  83.2  4.2  8.4  4.2  
Max  60.0  18.8  12.5  8.7 
Offender Gambling (CPGI before 
& during incarceration) 
       During  
  Non Low Mod. Severe 
Non   236  9  4  2  
Low    51  22  3  0 
Moderate 20  6  19  3 
Severe   11  4  6  12 
 
Before 
Problematic games prior to 
incarceration (PG* only) 
 Private cards 28.6% 
 Casino cards 22.4% 
 Scratch 18.1% 
 Slots 12.8% 
 Skill 11.9% 
 Lotteries 11.6% 
 Table games 10.5% 
 Bingo   9.4% 
 Sports lottery   9.3% 
 
 Sports 8.6% 
 Pull tabs 8.3% 
 Internet 7.0% 
 Track 5.9% 
 Video poker 5.8% 
 Stocks 3.5% 
 Other  2.4% 
 Real estate 1.2% 
* Moderate and severe problem gamblers  
In the general population 
Helpline calls by game. 
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Problematic games by  
gender (PG* only) 
                                 male  female 
 Private cards 31.5%    9.1%  
 Casino cards 24.3%    9.1% 
 Scratch  16.7%  27.3% 
 Slots    8.0%  45.5% 
 Skill  12.2%  10.0% 
 Lotteries  12.0%    9.1% 
 Table games 10.7%    9.1% 
 Bingo    9.5%    9.1% 
 sports lottery   9.3%    9.1% 
* Moderate and severe problem gamblers  
Differences 
 In general population slot machines are 
most frequent problem game. 
For female correctional population -- slot 
games.  
For male correctional population -- card 
games. 
 
 
Games played 
• Sport & cards more common in 
offender populations 
• Differences must be taken into 
consideration in treatment planning for 
offender samples   
 
Gambling Inside 
46.4% of the male offenders report 
gambling while incarcerated 
20.0% of the female offenders report 
gambling while incarcerated 
Most common games played inside 
 Private card games 27.6% 
 Sports 10.6% 
 Games of Skill 3.9% 
 
Findings 
High rates of PG amongst offenders 
Highest in Provincial and Max Federal 
Nearly half of males gamble while in 
prison 
Gambling inside not as frequent 
among female offenders 
 
 
Findings 
Gambling rarely worsens during 
incarceration  
Some PGs are exploited in prison 
No screening or identification currently 
in Canada 
Little awareness of problem gambling 
amongst either staff or offenders 
Next step 
Currently gathering information on 
programs through interviews 
 gambling court 
 treatment during incarceration 
 after release 
 
 
 
Next steps 
Few programs are available during 
incarceration 
Very few evaluation studies of treatment 
for offenders 
Difficulties bringing a “gambling court” to 
Ontario (no urine test) 
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